Walk Safely in Piha
Two recent accidents involving cars and pedestrians have alerted a group of residents to the fact that the need for safe walking areas for pedestrians in Piha is an urgent issue.  No one wants a serious accident to have to be the catalyst for change.  We have decided we want to see change in process before this happens and consequently have decided to make a submission to the Waitakere City Council’s Long Term Council Community Plan (LTCCP), due in at the beginning of May.  
Last week we made a presentation to the Community Board asking for their support in our submission, and received positive feedback.  Our next step is to approach the Piha community to ask for support and comments.  
What we feel is needed is a long-term cohesive plan to provide safe walking routes for the whole of the Piha area; a series of walkways that connects the community physically and socially, that allows free and safe movement throughout the different areas, without changing Piha’s informal bush/beach feel.  We don’t want this to happen in a piecemeal fashion; we’d like council and the Piha community to have an overall vision that adds to the natural beauty of the area, in an appropriately low key and natural way, and we want it to benefit everyone - residents, bach-owners, visitors and tourists alike.

We are inviting anyone interested in the issue of pedestrian safety and walkways to e-mail us at walksafeinpiha@gmail.com  and are hoping feedback will be constructive and problem-solving in nature.  
Once we have gathered this feedback, we will take them to the Piha Residents and Ratepayers Association to ask for their feedback and support, before we put forward our submission to Waitakere City Council by May 1st 2009.  
Given the timeframe we ask that any expressions of support are sent to us before 19th April, so that we can present our ideas at the next R&R meeting on 26th April at 4pm at Barnett Hall.
We look forward to hearing from you, and will keep you up to date with progress.

Many thanks, Hannah Slade, Sara Carbery, Myriam Schreuder, Gabrielle Lancaster and Gillian Cotton.

